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1 
Scope and Aims 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
This Topic Tracker Snapshot 
is, by way of introduction, a 
showcase of the type of 
bespoke data analysis that 
Editorial Intelligence can 
provide from ‘the 
Commentariat’  - the distinct 
group of columnists, leaders 
and op-ed guest opinion 
writers in the UK national 
media that we monitor and 
research on a daily basis.     

 
Editorial Intelligence is the only organisation 
to summarise every single piece of comment: 
50,000 words, 365 days a year.  Using our 
unique record of all comment published in 
the national press we deliver analysis of they 
way in which a particular topic has ‘played’ 
through the Commentariat over a particular 
period, providing insight into emerging 
trends.   

 
This Topic Tracker aims to look at issues 
surrounding climate change as commented 
on in the national press.  It will include 
examples of the key commentators who are 
most vocal on this subject, along with their 
most recently summarised articles.  To this 
end the following keywords/phrases have 
been selected in order to identify most prolific 
commentators in this field: 

- Climate change 
- Global warming 
- Carbon footprint 
- Sustainability 
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2 
Charts and Illustrations The following illustration details the number of 

leaders and guest pieces on issues surrounding 
climate change (based on keyword searches) per 
newspaper for the three month period, October-
December 2009.  The same analysis can be 
replicated for any month, any year, and indeed 
any timeframe over which this analysis could be 
a useful tool. 

 
Fig. 1 – Leader & Guest Coverage per 
newspaper, Oct-Dec 2009 (actual) 

               
                         Oct-Dec 2008 

Newspapers Leaders Guests Total 
Daily Express 
Daily Mail 
Daily Mirror 
Daily Telegraph 
The Economist 

0 
0 
1 
1 
1 

1 
0 
0 
2 
0 

1 
0 
1 
3 
1 

Evening Standard 
Financial Times 

1 
5 

0 
2 

1 
7 

Guardian 4 4 8 
Independent 
Independent on Sunday 
Mail on Sunday 

2 
5 
0 

9 
0 
0 

11 
5 
0 

Observer 
News of the World 
New Statesman 
The People  
The Spectator 
Sun 
Sunday Express 
Sunday Mirror 
Sunday Telegraph 

5 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 

5 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 

Sunday Times 0 0 0 
The Times 7 0 7 
TOTALS 32 19 51 
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It is meaningful to note the coverage in the  
comment pages per topic/keyword.  The following  
graph (actual) is an illustration of the way in  
which we are able to display and analyse data,  
showing the number of comment pieces over the 
period October-December 2009 per each  
keyword search.

Fig 2. Volume of Coverage per Keyword Search,  
Oct-Dec 2009 (actual) 
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3 
Columnists 
 
We have a comprehensive 
archive of comment and 
opinion dating from January 
2007. This information is 
stored on our central 
database, including all article 
summaries and detailed, 
current profiles of more than 
600 comment writers. 

 
Online access provides search 
results by any combination of 
comment writer, date, 
publication, key word and 
category.  This can be used to 
focus on particular topics and 
keywords and to focus on 
particular comment writers 
who write about these topics 
on a regular basis.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The key columnists in this topic area can be 
identified using the following 
keywords/phrases: 

- Climate change 
- Global warming 
- Carbon footprint 
- Sustainability 
  

Searching articles over the period of the 
previous three months yielded 127 results. 
 
Key Commentators 
We have highlighted a sample of the key 
commentators who are particularly vocal in 
this field and attached their commentator 
profiles.  They are as follows: 
 
Christopher Booker 
Commentator, The Sunday Telegraph 
 
John Ingham 
Columnist/Environment Editor, 
The Daily Express 
 
Dominic Lawson 
Commentator,  
The Independent/The Sunday Times/GQ 
 
Peter Preston 
Commentator, The Observer/The Guardian; 
Editorial Director, Guardian Media Group 
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